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Mahatma Gandhi's ideas for the world
of Satyagraha, sarvodaya are core concepts of Gandhi’s political philosophy
t
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Mahatma Gandhi after he broke his five day fast in New Delhi

Satyagraha (firmness in truth) and sarvodaya (welfare of all) are the core concepts of Mahatma
Gandhi’s political philosophy. Satyagraha became the alternative nonviolent resistance soul
force of the oppressed against injustice—an alternative to guerrilla war, civil war and
genocide.

'The term satyagraha—Gujarati equivalent of "passive resistance"—was coined after a
competition in the journal Indian Opinion in South Africa in 1908. It was a period when
genocidal massacres were happening in colonial Africa—Herero and Namadqua genocide in
German South West Africa, Bambatha Rebellion in South Africa and Maji Maji Rebellion in East
Africa. But satyagraha today means world federation, global citizenship, nuclear disarmament,
ecological sustainability, poverty eradication, investigative journalism and restorative justice.

The first three of these notions in Gandhi’s own words:

World federation: “There will be an international league only when all the nations, big or
small, composing it are fully independent.... In a society based on nonviolence, the smallest
nation will feel as tall as the tallest. The idea of superiority and inferiority will be wholly
obliterated.”

Global citizenship: “I learnt from my illiterate but wise mother that all rights to be deserved
and preserved came from duty well done. Thus, the very right to live accrues to us only when
we do the duty of citizenship of the world. From this one fundamental statement, perhaps it is
easy enough to define the duties of man and woman and correlate every right to some
corresponding duty to be first performed.”

Nuclear disarmament: “The west is today pining for wisdom. It is despairing of the
multiplication of the atom bomb, because atom bombs mean utter destruction not merely of
the west but of the whole world, as if the prophecy of the Bible was going to be fulfilled and
there was to be a perfect deluge.”

Throughout his political life, Gandhi worked
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Gandhi’s challenge for us today: “I will give you a talisman. Whenever you are in doubt, or
when the self becomes too much with you, apply the following test. Recall the face of the
poorest and the weakest man whom you may have seen, and ask yourself, if the step you
contemplate is going to be of any use to him. Will it lead to swaraj for the hungry and
spiritually starving millions? Then you will find your doubts and your self melting away.”
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